
ECOLE ROSS ROAD SCHOOL
2012/2013

PAC GM MEETING MINUTES
February 6, 2013 – Library

Attending: Madeleine Tattersall
Lisa Birrell
Silke Daoust
Gillian Gorton
Carolyn Sluis

Lene Burgmann
Caroline Leonard
Janice Sardari
Heather Merry

Bettina Harris
Sarah Dennis
Julie Dunsterville
Nancy Barton
Brenda Willington

Administration:

Regrets:

Carla Orr (Principal)

Sophie McDonald
Jennifer Vandermye
Sonia Han

Anami Naths

PLEASE NOTE: These minutes are “Unapproved”
Here’s why: As we move with technology and the new pace of life, we are making changes to how and 
when information is shared with our parent population. Ross Road PAC now has fewer General Meetings 
per school year than we have had in the past, and we are communicating much more via internet and 
email. Moving forward, we will post minutes from General Meetings on our website BEFORE THEY 
HAVE BEEN APPROVED AND ACCEPTED at a general meeting. Therefore, these minutes are NOT 
the final version and some content may change during the next PAC General Meeting.

Meeting called to order at 7:05 pm.

Approximately 20 parents from Ross Road Elementary in attendance, plus 14 members of PAC 
Exec were in attendance.

Presentation from Barry Forward, School Trustee for Ross Road School, North Vancouver 
School District. Main point mentioned was that parents need to get involved and find out more 
about what is happening at schools (Elementary and Secondary level) and step up to be part of 
what the future of our schools holds. See attachment that shows total school costs by school 
location.

General Meeting (GM) started at 7:45pm. 

1. Approval of minutes from PAC GM Meeting on October 3, 2012.
a. Madeleine Tattersall approved. Sarah Dennis seconded.

2. Business arising from the minutes:
a. Wealthy Schools Revolution - We have decided to withdraw Ross Road from this 

program. It was not a very popular program and we feel that the program needs to 



establish itself a bit more before we would look at it again. Action: Lene is 
following up to ensure we receive the money owed to us.

3. New Business:

a. Bicycle Route to Ross Road – Blaine Kyllo, parent – there has been signage 
change on Kilkenny and Hoskins, restricting vehicles to turn west on Kilkenny. 
Bikes are allowed to turn onto Kilkenny. Carla Orr also mentioned that police were 
at school a few weeks ago, randomly checking and didn’t give out tickets but 
mentioned that cars are not allowed to park facing east on both sides of Kilkenny – 
it is still a 2 way street (people living on Kilkenny can still drive out to the west). 
Action: We will post a reminder to parents on the PAC website – Lisa.

b. Canadian Parents for French – Lisa Birrell. CPF is an organization that sets up 
meetings/events for parents of children in french immersion. There is a film 
festival for all french grades on Feb 26th at Esplanade, during school hours. Each 
teacher can decide whether to attend or not. CPF also holds French Summer 
Camps which are very popular. Class reps to send out more information about CPF 
shortly, with their newsletter. 

c. Valet Program – Nancy Barton – Valet program started two years ago to ease 
traffic congestion and has been very successful. It requires 2 parents and 4 students 
each morning from 8:25-8:45am. Always looking for more volunteers – can get in 
touch with Nancy via the PAC website. Just a reminder to all parents that after 
dropping off children, it’s important to keep eyes on the road and not be waving 
good bye to children, for obvious safety reasons!

d. Principals Report – Carla Orr and Anami Naths – Carla Orr officially 
introduced herself as new Principal. Some teacher changes as follows: 1) Mme 
Nouri’s leave is bridging to maternity leave and Susan Yaniw has replaced her.    2) 
Mrs Samson has retired and Tom Harrington is here now Mon/Fridays – they have 
secured Ivana Bandacova (TOC) for Tues/Wed/Thursdays. 3) Rob Haag (gr 4/5 
English) was on jury leave and now on medical leave due to son’s illness. Jessica 
Stewart is TOC taking over for him. 4) Jean Luc Gruas (Librarian) will be retiring 
after 25 years, at Spring Break. Volleyball (gr 6/7) is going well – 3 girls teams and 
2 boys teams. Track and Field will start after Spring Break. Reminder to visitors 
(parents) to school during school hours that you must report to office for a visitor 
badge first. Reminder to parents that if volunteering to drive students, the 
appropriate paperwork must be filled out in advance and a drivers abstract must be 
given to office and must be done annually. Your abstract must be clear of any 
infractions based on the last three years of driving. Anami talked about “Students 
Writing” in lobby at present and “Art Month” will be in April.

e. What is PAC anyway? Presentation by Julie Dunsterville and Lene 
Burgmann. The PAC’s focus is both fundraising and community building. The 
constitution is on our website. We have 2 major fundraising events (Christmas and 
Spring) and our lunch program (every 2nd week) is a big part. Where does the 



money go? So many things are not covered by School District anymore because of 
cut backs.  For example, the musical performances that we have throughout the 
year for students wouldn’t happen without PAC involvement. Our Emergency 
Preparedness Committee receives $ from the PAC each year to ensure that our 
supplies are current. Barb Woznow has been the coordinator for this program and 
is looking for a replacement (takes 12 hours / year approximately to replenish 
items). See the PAC website for more examples of where our money goes. The 
PAC Exec invites anyone as a guest to attend our monthly meetings, without any 
obligation to take on a role. PAC Exec positions reviewed and list of ‘available’ 
positions listed.

4. Treasurer’s Report – Bettina Harris
a. Review of Profit and Loss Budget vs. Actual (June 1, 2012 through Feb 6, 2013). 

Some specific mention about 1) ‘Gaming money’ – we receive $20 per student and 
funds are restricted to non-curricular activities at benefit whole school. 2) 
Greening Committee is parent run – Shan Bodie has just offered to coordinate this 
group. Butterfly Garden (aka Spooky Island) may be cut down if we don’t keep it 
up (District does not do upkeep of this area). Work party coming up on a 
professional day. 3) Special Purchases – we spent $750 on guitars this year and 
then the school received a grant which went to pay for these items so money went 
back to PAC.

b. Question from a parent about how do we approve where the money comes from to 
buy certain things for school? At the PAC AGM, the budget is approved. The PAC 
Exec has influence over where the money is spent from.

c. 4 motions were presented for spending:

1) Outdoor Play Equipment (not to exceed $1,500). Julie and Bettina will go 
from classroom to classroom and note what equipment (ie. Balls, hoops) is 
there and how much is needed. Once purchased, they will be marked with 
name of classroom/teacher before distributing.
Voting: 27 voted to approve this expense. Noone against. Noone abstained.

2) Information Technology – Purhcase of 6 Apple Laptops to make full set 
of 30 (not to exceed $8000).  
Voting: 27 voted to approve this expense. Noone against. Noone abstained.

3) Spell-a-thon 2013. Funds raised to be spent on library replenishment 
(laptop, projector, books). 
Voting: 27 voted to approve this expense. Noone against. Noone abstained.

4) Projector for use at PAC meetings and presentations as well as school 
assemblies (not to exceed $900). 



 
Voting: 27 voted to approve this expense. Noone against. Noone abstained.

All 4 motions approved.

After the above purchases plus the budgeted expenses still to come for this 
year, the projected cash balances at May 31, 2013 are approximately $36,000 
in operating funds and $5,088 in gaming funds.

5) Other business
a) Lisa Birrell reminded everyone that if you are not receiving the PAC emails, go to the 

PAC website (www.rossroadpac.ca) and sign up to get the automatic emails. We have a new 
email address rossroadpac@gmail.com. 

Meeting adjourned at 9:16pm.

2012/2013 PAC Exec Positions:
Co-Chairs (2012/2013) – Lene Burgman and Julie Dunsterville
Co-Treasurers – Bettina Harris and Madeleine Tattersall
Secretary – Caroline Leonard
Communications Rep – Jennifer Vandermye 
Website – Lisa Birrell
Christmas Craft Fair Coordinators (2012) – Bettina Harris and Desiree Blume
Spring Fair Coordinator (2012 and 2013) – Sonia Han
Family Photo Day – Caroline Leonard
Valet Program – Nancy Barton
Greening Committee Rep – Shan Bodie 
Emergency Preparedness Rep – Barb Woznow – stepping down at end of this school year
Staff Appreciation Lunch (Wed Apr 24th 2013) – Sarah Dennis
IT Rep for PAC Exec - ?
Fun Day Concession Station Coordinator – Carolyn Sluis (?)
Welcome Back Luncheon for Teachers (Sept 2012) – Sonia Han
Welcome Back Coffee (Sept 2012)– Brenda Willington and Sarah Dennis

http://www.rossroadpac.ca
http://www.rossroadpac.ca

