
Mark Reid, President 
F8 – 1100 W 6th Avenue 
Vancouver BC  V6H 1A4 

+1.778.896.7343 
bcmusiced@gmail.com 

The British Columbia Music Educators' Association is a Provincial Specialist Association of the B.C. 
Teachers' Federation. Our members are music educators in British Columbia, Canada as well as others 
with an interest in music education. 
 
 
 
	  

 
 

Monday, March 5, 2012 
 
Dear parents: 
 
Music teachers and students of British Columbia are blessed with supportive parents. 
Whether you are fundraising, driving to early morning classes, chaperoning field trips, 
attending concerts or giving time to help around the school, you are always available to 
help BC school music programs. Together we’ve established strong communities. We 
are writing to you now to raise the alarm about Bill 22 and its potential to undermine 
school music programs. 
 
For several years, Section 76 of the School Act has established limits on class size and 
on the number of students with special needs that could be assigned to a class. Bill 33, 
which established Section 76, was flawed in its implementation because funding to 
public education was insufficient to adhere to the class-size and composition limits. 
Now, with Bill 22 those limits are gone for students in Grades 4 through 12. 
 
Many aspects of Bill 22 concern BC teachers. Music teachers are especially concerned 
when Minister of Education George Abbott says that certain music classes would be in 
a “prescribed category of classes” that would be exempt from the class size limit of 30. 
 
Generally, large enrolment in school music classes is considered a good thing. There 
are, however, situations where the efficacy of the musical experience could be 
compromised by decisions that don’t respect the knowledge of music educators. For 
example, a jazz band course of 21 should be allowed to balance against a concert 
band class of 49. Similarly, non-ensemble courses such as IB Music or Music 
Composition & Technology require smaller classes than ensemble programs. The 
legislation removes the responsibility of administrators to consult with music teachers 
about appropriate class sizes and learning situations. 
 
Currently, in some secondary schools, large ensemble classes provide for smaller 
classes in other curricular areas. This will no longer be possible because the 
requirement for districts to stay within a district average of 30 students per class has 
been removed. However, if music classes are included in the category of classes that 
will be exempted from class-size limits altogether, we don’t want to see your children’s 
music classes used to help the government solve its problem despite inadequate 
staffing levels. 
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We hope you agree that music classes, in fact all classes, should be adequately staffed 
with trained and certified teachers. 
 
Elementary school music is not as often taught in a large ensemble format (band and 
choir) and the instructional strategies, student activities, and assessment tools used are 
best suited for classes of the same size as other elementary classes. 
 
Music educators openly welcome all students into their programs. In fact, the BCMEA 
recently re-affirmed its belief that all children should have unfettered access to music 
education in the public schools. This belief carries no caveat for alternative delivery in 
the case of students with unique learning needs. Our classrooms are open to all. We 
similarly believe that our classrooms should be supported with additional teachers 
when more than three learners with designated special needs are enrolled in the class. 
It can be a simple ratio calculation that is in the best interest of kids, not a budget! 
 
We want to make this next point clear. You, as parents, along with us music teachers, 
have experienced the joy of seeing how music can transform the life of a student with 
special needs. However, achieving this joy is a significant challenge because students 
with special needs often attend music class without an education assistant (EA). A lack 
of EAs pushes administrators to promote the notion that EAs are not needed in non-
academic settings. This is unfair to both students with special needs and to the music 
teachers who teach multiple classes with students who are unassisted. 
 
We appreciate that the Minister of Education recognizes the unique learning 
environment made safe and encouraging by professional music educators; but we 
need him to understand that Bill 22 doesn’t do anything to protect the teaching and 
learning conditions in music classrooms across British Columbia.  We implore you, as 
music parents, to contact George Abbott, Minister of Education, or your local Member 
of the Legislative Assembly and demand our government adequately fund an education 
system based on ratios that care for kids. You may wish to copy Robin Austin, the NDP 
education critic. 
 
George Abbott george.abbott.mla@leg.bc.ca 
Robin Austin robin.austin.mla@leg.bc.ca 
MLA list: http://www.leg.bc.ca/mla/3-1-1.htm 
  
Sincerely, 
Mark Reid, President 
British Columbia Music Educators’ Association 
  
cc: BC Confederation of Parent Advisory Councils 


