
PLEASE NOTE: These minutes are “Unapproved”
Here’s why:

• As we move with technology and the new pace of life, we are making changes to 
how and when information is shared with our parent population.

• RRPAC now has fewer General Meetings per school year than we have had in the 
past, and we are communicating much more via internet and email.

• Moving forward, we will post minutes from General Meetings on our website 
BEFORE THEY HAVE BEEN APPROVED AND ACCEPTED at a general 
meeting.

• Therefore, these minutes are NOT the final version and some content may change 
during the next PAC General Meeting.

ECOLE ROSS ROAD SCHOOL 

PAC GENERAL MEETING MINUTES
May 25, 2011 – 7:00pm Library

Pac Exec In attendance: Jane Ince
Carolyn Sluis
Lene Burgmann
Lisa Birrell
Gillian Gorton

Jen Vandermye
Nancy Barton

Pac Exec Regrets: Bill Dyer
Sherry Beryani

Harry Bulpit
Barbara Mulleder

Administration: Anami Naths

Additional PAC Members: Approximately 12 additional members of the PAC Community 
were in attendance.
Approximately 12 additional members of the PAC Community 
were in attendance.

Meeting called to order at 7: 09 p.m.

1. Approval of Minutes from January 26, 2011 General Meeting
• Gillian motioned, Audrey seconded, unanimously approved



2. Business Arising from the Minutes:
• Jane Ince discussed the revisions of the PAC Constitution.  The following 

changes were discussed: the mission has been updated and states that the 
focus is on community building and fundraise such as Bingo Night, Spring 
Carnival and Christmas event; the number of General meetings has been 
reduced to three because of the ability to do meetings by phone, email or 
web; the number of officers that must be voted in has been reduced; 
discretionary funds have been increased to $300 so that a general meeting is 
not needed for small purchases and paragraph regarding dissolution of the 
PAC due to school closures has been included based on a suggestion from 
DPAC.  A motion to approve the changes was made by Michelle and 
seconded by Lene. Motion approved unanimously.

• Garden – Environmental Club –Gillian Gorton discussed the work that the 
club has done throughout the year at Ross Road.  The composting project has 
been a huge success. One composter is full and a second one is filling up. 
There is a need for a third composter.  The club members planted the seeds 
today in front garden.  A grant has been approved for raised garden beds.  
The plan is to put the raised garden at the side of the school yard in between 
the swings and wooden structure.  Gillian discussed the numerous benefits of 
an edible garden.  An edible garden provides many opportunities for learning 
such as math, science and art.  One of the greatest benefits is that is gets 
children back to nature. 

• Spring Carnival – Jane Ince discussed this item.  After announcing the Spring 
Carnival may not happen the Ross Road community has responded by 
coming forward to make it happen.  The budget has been set at $2,000 for 
this year which was lower than past years  This year the Spring Carnival will 
be more experienced based so there are not as many prizes.  There will be 
17-18 stations so the stations will be more spread out.  Escape Bikes will be 
at the Carnival and that will work well because the Spring Carnival will 
happen during Bike to School/Work week so there will be extra bike racks 
set up for those that ride to the event.  All prizes were donated by parents and 
by businesses in community.  One popular station is the Mystery Bags.  Jane 
reminded everyone that the mystery bags must contain new items.  Grade 6 
and grade 7 students can volunteer if accompanied by an adult at the station.  
Comments, questions or concerns would be appreciated to give us ideas 
about what worked and what needs to be improved.



3. Principal’s Report – Anami Naths provided the report in Eileen Hood’s absence.
• The Board has approved the local school calendar.  For the 2011/2012 school 

year there is going to be a two week spring break and the extended day is to 
continue.

• The salmon have been released. 
• Staffing – There will be the same number of divisions and Eileen Hood and 

Anami Naths will both be here next year.
• The School Plan is available on the website.
• Students from Ross Road participated in the Art 44 Show at Capilano Mall 

and it was amazing. 
• Ross Road was represented well at the Heritage Fair. 
• There will be three Year End assemblies.  
• The Grade 7 Farewell is on June 28th and it is only for graduates and their 

families.
• The Grade 7 trip to Alice Lake will be on June 21-23
• The Grade 4 students have gone and come back from Big House.
• There is a District French Immersion trip to Quebec that is offered and there 

are spots for 60 students.  
• 2011 School Safety – a committee is gathering information about traffic flow.  

The administration would like it to be noted to PAC that the committee 
would like to have two 2 people to sit on the traffic committee.  

• An Earthquake Drill took place and it went well.  Next year there will be a 
Full Release drill sometime in the fall.

• The Student of the Week program has been very successful.  The plan is to 
keep it going for next year.

• The Report cards will go out on June 29th .   Ms. Naths reminded the group 
that if a family is planning to go away and will not be attending the last day 
of school then they are to provide a self addressed stamped envelope to the 
school and it will be mailed.



4. Treasurer’s Report
• Maddie Tattersall reviewed the proposed budget. Maddie highlighted the 

changes to the budget.  There has been an increase in the amount budgeted 
for the Educational Speakers and Greening Committee. The amount for the 
Emergency Preparedness Fund and the Sponsor Children has been decreased.  
There are two new lines added to the expense budget.  One is the Bike to 
School Week so that more activities can be booked for the week.  The second 
line is the Principal’s Funds.  This is money is made available to the Principal 
to be used at her discretion for families in need at Ross Road.  

• The total revenues and carry over has been calculated at $43,830.  The total 
objectives and expenses have been calculated at $19,420.

• A motion to approve the proposed budget was made by Maddie.  It was 
seconded by Nancy and unanimously approved.

• Maddie presented three purchases to be made by PAC.  The first purchase is 
for approximately 20 folding tables at a cost of $1,000 and not to exceed 
$1,500.  Maddie motioned the purchase, Anne Lawson seconded the motion.  
The purchase was unanimously approved.  The second purchase is for Bike 
Racks at a cost not to exceed $2,000.  Maddie motioned the purchase and 
Gillian Gorton seconded the motion.  The purchase was unanimously 
approved.  The third purchase is for a Sound System for the gym and 
outdoors.  The monies for this purchase can come from gaming funds.  
Eileen Hood is researching this purchase.  The cost is not to exceed $5,000.  
Maddie motioned the purchase, Collette Anderson seconded the motion.  The 
purchase was unanimously approved.  

•



5. New Business:
• IT Committee – Jane Ince reported.  A committee has been formed 

including parent representative, teachers and administration to determine the 
needs of the school and to develop a 10 year plan for technology. They are 
considering what can be done in the short term and the long term.  It has been 
determined that Ross Road is lagging behind in regards to technology.  There 
is a need to update.  Consideration is being given to the purchase of IPads.  
The committee is considering the pros and cons of the IPads.  For example, 
the IPads could be a full time job to maintain.May purchase one or two for a 
Pilot Project.  

• Future of Project Safety – Nancy Barton reported.  Nancy shared that the 
program has received lots of positive feedback and that it is a service that is 
valuable to Ross Road.  Considering this Project Safety will continue until 
the end of the year and plans will be made to begin the program on the first 
full day of school in September (the 7th) and continue it for the school year.  
Parent volunteers will be asked to make a one month commitment of one day 
per week so that no one has to make a long-term commitment.  Anyone 
interested in volunteering are asked to contact Nancy at 
nancybinbc@hotmail.com.

• Grade 7 Graduation Reception – Reported by Michele Ross.  Plans are 
going well.  The theme is Hollywood and there will be a red carpet.  There 
are five key groups of volunteer helping to put together a successful 
reception.

6.

PAC Report – Carolyn reported on the successful events sponsored by PAC and 
expressed thanks to all parents for their support throughout this past year.

Vote for new PAC Executive:
Carolyn expressed thanks on behalf of the PAC to Jane Ince, outgoing Co-Chair.
PAC Co-Chairs – Carolyn Sluis and Lene Burgmann
Communications – Jen Vandermye and Caroline Leonard
Secretary – Nancy Barton
Treasurer – Maddie Tattersall
MAL French – Judy Compardo
MAL English – Michelle Ferguson
MAL – Gillian Gorton, Jane Ince, Lisa Birrell, Julie Dunsterville, Janice Sardari and 
Naomi Palm and Rachel Eaves.  
A motion was put forward by Jane Ince and seconded by Nancy Barton.  The motion 
was unanimously approved.

1.



8. Questions and Concerns from the Floor
What is going to be done about the mud flats on the school field – Anami 
responded to this concern by saying that rocks are to be put in these areas to reduce 
the accumulation of mud. 

9. Jane – thanked everyone coming out, and the meeting was adjourned at 8:45  pm.


